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Sir 

I, Shifang Luo, hereby declur «ad sCite: 
THAT r am ai citizen of the Unltnd Strtes; 

THAT I have j«ceived a Ph.D ia Chami^try from the Umvenity of Ulinois-Urbajia 
rhiimpftgne; tnd 

THAT 1 h»ve been eioployed by EioconMobil *ine« Juno 1, 1W5, where I hold a position 
flj Technologist, wiifa rcAponribility for developing flcnUe paokaging fllmSi with jpedal emphasis 
on pljuniA treatment 

1 declare ftmbar that I am aware of and have read U.S. Sorial No. 09/732,123, and I am 
aware of and have read the final OfBce Action mailed June 24, 2003, in the ahove^idemificd 
plication, a» well as tha dtcd prior art induiMng U.S. Patcnl No. 6,022,902 to Koontz and U,S, 
patent No. 5,340,672 to Kubota, eraL (TCubota"). 

Theio art different ways, and diffierctit variable! wWUn the difiGsreot ways, of plasma- 
ticadng a Qlm layer* Indeed^ there are many variablea to plasma treatmeou such as film line 
«pec4 power, gas flow rates, plasma pressutr* etc. 
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Contrary to the sUtemen^ ftt liDQ9 S-i of Section No. 8 (page 3) of the SaaI Action, all of 
tbe cited references do mt disclose ttve same ^asmA ducKwge trwrtmcnL As m CTumapIe, 
Kooatz uses so-c«llcd Rmotc Plwna technology, v^icrcin the film surfeco Is never directly 
contacted by the plaanuL lathe itvvcntion of the pnswiliCTli^**^^ 

travels through the plasma zoDC attd contacts the plasma directly (I refer to page 1 , lines 2«+, fcr 
example). 

Due to the majiy different waya, and different vaiiablcs uithin the different wgys^ of 
plasma-treating a film, not all piasma-tjtoated film layere will meet the requirements of the 
present claims. As an ciBmplc, I refer the Escaminer to the comparison below between the data 
presented at Table 3, column 21, of Kooirtz, and the data in the present specification, including 
Tables 1-3 at pages 11-12. 

Koontz's Table 3 displays water-absorbed data for fihns exposed from periods of time 
ranging ftwti three acooinds to ten minutes. When the water^sorbcd data in Koontz's Table 3 is 
correlated with Its coiresponding pore accessibility value, h is clear that not only some, but 
actually a majority of the film samples in tfab pwt of Kooniz's Example 1 fail to achieve the 
presently claimed pore acccssfbUlty for water of at least 0.60. Furthermore, as shown in the last 
table below, when a "time exposed" value is calculated for example fibns of tbe present 
application firom the disclosure at page 9, lines 22-27, Tabk 1 (page 1 1) and Table 3 (page 12), H 
is dear thai vAm the e;q)osuce time is the same, fihna prDduccd according to the present 
^jptication aic more bydrophllic (have improved pore accessibithy valuer) than the example 
films from Koontc 
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water alwoibcd for POREX, fino, 1 0-20 nucrons equals 65.9%, 
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wtttcr Absoited for POREX, xnedium, 49-!K) tnicronB equals S2.99i. 
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^(a) po» accessibiiiv ■= water atosorbed/maxiniunj water »bs<»bed, whetein niximuai 
watn- Absorbed for POREX, coarse, 250 nucron equals 54. 1 %. 
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1 dcclim itill fiittber th«t oil swtraiflBts made herein of niy own knowledge w tnw «nd 
that all stBtcroents made on tofonuffdon tod belief a» believed to be true; Mid fttrtbet that tiieac 
rtAtcmc&ts were midfi witf) the knowlcdgB that wlUful ftdse stniemenla and the like so made arc 
jrtinishablc by fine or ImiMificmnoDt, or bofli, uoder Section 1001 of Title IB of Utdted States 
Code, and that sttch wiUfid Ul^ atatemotits may jeopardlxe the validity of the application or any 
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